Bring the Bunny Home By Clare Strafford, Sale Moor

Cats and Dogs are the common household pets, but which animal is increasingly becoming a member of our households? Which animal is moving in from the hutches into our living rooms? The Rabbit!

With great success in America, Rabbits have finally settled into domestic life in the home, and over the past few years House Rabbits are on the increase in the U.K. Rather than being kept in Hutches or sheds outside, Rabbits can successfully become a much loved member of the family in the home itself. This is great for the Rabbit and for you too!

I was looking for a new pet and discovered keeping Rabbit’s in the home. I now have an 8 month old Mini Lop called Rodney. His cage is in the living room and he has full run of the house.

A lot is written about House Rabbits now and in an article of this size I cannot expect to cover all topics but to start with there are a few things you need to know before considering a Rabbit as a house pet.

Rabbits are “Prey Animals”. This means their instincts are based on avoiding capture. This means for example that when a Rabbit is picked up by a human it feels similar to being trapped or captured and this can upset the Rabbit. This can mean that not every Rabbit you come across will enjoy a cuddle, this can be difficult to explain to small children.

Rabbits are very sociable animals and thrive on company. Being in the home is an easy way to fulfil the social needs of a Rabbit.  

A Rabbits natural instinct is to chew, anything. If they come across something new and want to test whether it can be eaten or not they will chew it first. Be it vegetables, herbs, grass, cables, table legs, newspaper, or your homework a Rabbit will chew it! You have to understand that this is the Rabbit’s instinct and is not being purposefully naughty.

A House Rabbit can live very well in the home. You can get a good size cage from reputable pet shops or pet websites. Rabbits tend to snooze during the day so it doesn’t harm your Bunny to keep him in his cage during the day whilst you are at work. This is only the case if you ensure that he gets lots of exercise when you are at home. You may be wondering what kind of mess a Bunny leaves around the house. Would you be surprised if I said that you can litter train a Rabbit very easily? House Rabbits use a litter tray just like Cats, however for health reasons do not use a clay/clumping litter, use wood based.

Before becoming a House Rabbit owner I bought a couple of books and read a number of websites. It is important to understand the commitment you are making. If you have only been used to looking after small pets such as Hamsters or Fish then you need to consider vets fees, pet insurance, how much time you can spend with your bunny, what you would do if he nibbled your coffee table legs and how will you care for him whilst you are on holiday. 

The minimum you will require from your Vet in the early days are injections against Myxomatosis and VHD. If your new Rabbit is not already neutered then you will need to get your rabbit “done”. Unless you are planning to breed your rabbit there is no need to put your Bunny at a higher risk of Cancer or infections. A neutered Rabbit is also a very calm rabbit!

Once you have considered the health welfare of your Bunny, you have to consider how to keep him that way by protecting your Bunny from your home and vice versa when he is out of his cage! Rabbits love cables and the living room is a breeding ground for power and speaker cables. Use trunking or thick clear hose pipe to protect your cables. Wooden chair and table legs may be prone to a nibble but you can protect them easily with cardboard tubes. Don’t worry, I’ve found Bunny proofing can be either integrated into the furniture or removed when Bunny is tucked up in bed and you have guests visiting.

If you have read this article and you are interested in having the most entertaining and lovable pets in your home I ask you to consider this. We all know that everyone loves to have a pet, but sometimes it can go wrong. Before you rush to a pet shop please think about visiting your local Animal Sanctuary and taking on a re-homed Bunny. Consider the fact that Rabbits do experience adolescence before the age of 1 year so having an “older” rabbit is not a negative point. By rehoming a bunny from a Sanctuary you also have access to the most valuable information and experiences of the volunteers at the Sanctuary itself.

If you have any questions about Rabbits, your local Animal Sanctuary or the Rabbit Welfare Association can help you. There are good ways and bad ways of caring for rabbits, and everyone will always be quick to advise, the trick is to recognise good advice. This is best sought from experienced Rabbit owners. Groups such as the Rabbit Welfare Association and your local Animal Sanctuary will either be able to help your directly or put you in contact with a local representative.

For More Information

	Society for Abandoned Animals
The Peggy Henderson Animal Sanctuary
Barfoot Bridge
Stretford
Manchester M32 9UP

Tel: (0161) 973 5318
	Rabbit Welfare Association, 

PO Box 603, 

Horsham, 

West Sussex 

RH13 5WL




Websites

	See my Rabbit Rodney at:
	http://www.rodneyrabbit.com

	Read more about rabbit care from the Rabbit Welfare Association:
	http://www.rabbitwelfare.co.uk

	Read more about re-homing Rabbits and search the database of Rabbits needing a new home in your area:
	http://www.rabbitrehome.org.uk
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